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countrymen."47 India's sizaraj signifies to him the vesting of the
ultimate authority in the peasant and the labourer and not the
mere transference cf power from the white bureaucrat to the
brown bureaucrat.48 Non-violence or democracy also involves
self-purification cr the moral regeneration of the individual. In.
Gandhiji's words, ". . .political self-government, that is, self-
government for a large number cf men and women, is no better
than individual self-government."49 "The root meaning of
swarzj is sslf-rale. Swaraj may, therefore, be rendered as disci*
plined rule from, within. . . .The word sucraj is a sacred word,
a Yeiic word, meaning self-rule and self-restraint, and not
freedom from all restraint which independence often means."49
To Gandhiji political power, i.e., the State, is not an end in
itself but "one of the means cf enabling people to better their
condition in every department of life".50 Thus he does not accept
the Hegelian view of the State as the final goal of human
organization, its own end and object, the ultimate end which has
the highest right against the individual and is itself above
morality, or the Mussolinian dictum, "Outside the State there
is noming". Gandhiji does not consider the State even the
group of groups or the community of communities as the
idealist thinkers like Green and Bosanquet do. To him the
State is only "one of the means" to secure the greatest good
of all. There is nothing sacrosanct about the State. It is a
concession to human weakness and the more man can do
without it, the more real is his freedom. He distrusts
the State and seeks to develop in the people, through satya-
graha, the capacity to resist the State authority when it is
abused. In fact, he expects every member of a demo-
cratic State to be "capable of defending his liberty against the
whole world". According to him, ". . .real swaraj wiU come not
by the acquisition of authority by a few but by the acquisition
of the capacity by all to resist authority when abused. In other
words, swaraj is to be obtained by educating the masses to a
sense of their capacity to regulate and control authority."51
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